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For the first time since the tech boom, Colorado added nearly 101,000
people to its population in a single year — a larger-than-expected increase z
that helps explain Denver's overheated housing market. T IT ANEWS TIP OR PHOTO

"We were surprised that migration came in so strong. We had been
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birth, natural gains — births minus deaths — aren't driving the increase. Apr 14 tel:+18667488477
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for about two-thirds of the population gain, Garner said.

"In the long run, that contribution rate is closer to 55 percent," she said, has-more-people-mov

citing averages since 1980.

People continued moving to the state this year despite slowing job growth Mar 31: by QuickenLoans
dragged down by slumping commodity prices, especially for oil and gas.
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Those looking to relocate, however, may be paying more attention to the overall unemployment rate than CO/communication/newspaper/The-Denver-
the number of jobs added, CU economist Richard Wobbekind said. Post-303-954-1000)

Colorado's unemployment rate hit 3.6 percent in November, compared with 5 percent nationally.
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Neighboring New Mexico continues to struggle, with a 6.8 percent unemployment rate, and in Nevada it &) /medical/dentist/Aspenwood-Dental-
still an elevated 6.5 percent,according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Associate-303-542-7102)

A lag effect could explain why migration to Colorado still increased as job growth decreased, Garner said Standley Lake Marketplace
Moves can take months to plan, and people will keep relocating to an area even after the initial draw  (http:/mylocal.denverpost.com/broomfield-

diminishes.

That is one reason why Garner predicts Colorado's population could rise by another 100,000 next year.
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Not only are relocating out-of-staters zeroing in on the Fron
Range, so, too, are residents of more rural parts of Colorado,
where the economy continues to struggle.
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That continued concentration is contributing to the increaseddd your business here +
"urbanization" of the state (http://mylocal.denverpost.com/#add_business)
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rurality-an-urban-legend), according to Headwaters

Economics in Montana.
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The last time the state population rose by more than 100,0( 200 1.
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ranked No. 4 last year for its rate of population growth, wh
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Although the 100,000 number carries psychological ﬁ worite dress
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significance, it doesn't have the same weight on a percenta,
basis as it did when the state population was smaller.

In the late 1990s, the state's population was increasing at a
percent clip, and a few times during the 1970s, it even brea
4 percent, Garner said.
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While 1.9 percent is robust, it is on par with the rate of population growth seen a decade ago. The
implications of an even stronger increase are hard to imagine, given how metro Denver has struggled to
keep up, particularly in providing affordable housing.

Population gains carry political implications, especially in Colorado, where they plug into the fiscal formulas
state and local governments use under the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights.

The Colorado Legislative Council recently lifted its estimates of population growth to 1.9 percent. That, in
turn, has given the state more breathing room under its fiscal limits for the 2016-17 budget year, said Natalie
Mullis, the council's chief economist.

A study from the University of North Carolina (<a

south-and-

west/%22%2o0title=%22demography.cpc.unc.edu%22%3ehttp: /demography.cpc.unc.edu/2015/11/03/2020-

reapportionment-will-shift-political-power-south-and-west/%3c/a%3e)puts Colorado among eight states

on track to pick up an additional seat in Congress once the 2020 census is conducted and reapportionment
takes place.

Strong population growth, should it continue, will improve Colorado's chances of picking up a House seat
from a state in the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley regions, where populations are stagnant or declining.

Aldo Svaldi: 303-954-1410, asvaldi@denverpost.com or @aldosvaldi

1,889 followers

More relocation, less procreation

A larger share of Colorado’s population gains are coming from people
moving to the state rather than from births exceeding deaths. Young
adults are waiting to have children, and an aging population is passing
on at a faster rate, holding back natural increases.
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